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A note from Julia… 
Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; his love 
endures forever.  Psalm 107:1 
Meeting the past two weeks with three different groups I am 
a part of, I asked members to share a “thing” they were 
thankful for.  Most of us have too many “things” and take 
them for granted.  The thing I shared was water coming out 
of my faucet, hot and cold.  I have been on volunteer in 
mission trips where the water for showers was cold, or just a 
bucket and cup, where families got their water from a village 
well or a nearby stream.  Things mentioned by members of 
the group were a phone to keep in contact with family living 
across the country, a car with nearly 200,000 to get to work, a 
wheel chair and accessible places to go, a long arm to quilt 
the creations made by her quilting group, a bed with 
blankets and pillows (from one whose daughter volunteers at 
Safe Harbor).  What are you thankful for this year that you 
take for granted?   
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CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 
GRAND TRAVERSE AREA

Patti Polk, National CWU President 
Visits Traverse City, Michigan 

CWU National President Patti Polk, 
along with Treasurer, Ronda Hill, 
arrived in Traverse City on Friday, 
November 8th, for a long weekend 
of meetings with local CWU 
President, Julia Deemer.  A special 
breakfast in their honor was held at 
the Omelette Shop on Saturday, 
with Marcia Clone gifting Patti, 
Ronda, and Julia with local 
treasures and treats. She then took 
our Guests on a downtown tour, 
with a delightful stop at a local 
juried craft show.  On Sunday, Betty 
Koons hosted Patti and Ronda at 
Presbyterian Church’s morning 
service, followed by an afternoon 
gathering at Peninsula UMC, with 
Rev. Zelphia Mobley.  A series of 
meetings followed to discuss future 
plans on CWU’s continued support 
in fighting the Opiod Crisis with 
Save A Life Project Foundation, as 
well as establishing a National 
Endowment Fund in 2020.                                                                                                                        
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A Christmas Thought… 

In the days of settling the west, an old prospector was 
searching for gold.  One day as he pulled his mule along 
behind him, he trudged over a small hill and came to an 
abrupt halt at the edge of the Grand Canyon.  He could 
not believe his eyes as he took in the sight before him.  
The prospector had never seen anything like this - a vast 
chasm, a mile deep, eighteen miles long - so awesome it 
took his breath away.  He stood in reverent silence for a 
moment and then turned to his mule and exclaimed, 
“Thunderation! Something big’s done happened here!” 

Do you ever get that feeling when you look at Christmas? 
The sights, the sounds, the smells, the traditions, the 
decorations, the lights, the worship services - all 
celebrating the birth of a little baby in a town called 
Bethlehem some 2000 years ago.  When you see all this 
coming together, stretching around the globe, touching 
lives of millions and millions of people, it should make you 
want to shout with the old Prospector, “Thunderation! 
Something big’s done happened here!”   This something 
big, is God’s Christmas gift to each of us, in the form of a 
baby born in a stable.  God gave us the best gift of all - 
Jesus, Savior, Emmanuel, God with us! 

Julia Deemer, President

Church Women United 

CWU is a national, 
ecumenical Christian 
women’s movement 
representing over twenty-six 
denominations and faith-
based organizations in the US 
and Puerto Rico, with national 
offices in New Your City, 
Washington DC and at the 
United Nations.  CWU is 
racially, culturally and 
theologically inclusive, and 
works for peace and justice 
issues for women and 
children in the US and around 
the world.  Church Women 
United is a 501(c)3, chartered 
in 1941 by the United 
Nations.    

www.churchwomenunited.net 

 Membership is Open to All 

 CWU Area 6 Leadership 

Julia Deemer, President   
231-275-7954 

Marcy Block, Treasurer 
231-275-7954 

Janet Connolly, Secretary 
231-943-9820 

Betty Koons, Lenten Luncheons 
231-941-8912 

Mary Panek, Communications 
231-392-2920 

Marcia Clone, Celebrations 
231-590-5060 

http://www.churchwomenunited.net
http://www.churchwomenunited.net
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THURSDAY 
January 9, 2020 

Elks Lodge 323 
625 Bay Street 

Traverse City, MI 
49684 

10 AM  Board Meeting 
11 AM  Program 
NOON  Luncheon 

Hosts 
Jim and Mary Panek 

For more information, 
Julia Deemer 

President 
CWU Unit 6 

231-275-7953 
jujadeemer@gmail.com 

CWU JANUARY   
LUNCHEON

World Community Day Celebration 

The November 7th CWU meeting was held at Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church. In honor of All Saints Day, Julia read the 
names and recalled memories of departed active Church 
Women United ladies.  Marcia Clone spoke on World 
Community Day which started by CWU in 1943. The main 
purpose is for Christians to work together for justice and 
peace for everyone in the world. 

Molly and Bob Dominic from Greensky Hill UM Church of 
Charlevoix presented a program of the history of Native 
Americans in our area.  Sunday morning from 9-10am, their 
church serves breakfast to anyone who wants to attend. 
Church starts at 10am and there is no requirement for 
church attendance. 

The church likes to look at what they want and need to do; 
not on, do we have enough money to do it. God will 
provide. To remember and honor their departed, they have 
“ghost suppers,”a time of fellowship and dinner. After the 
meal, there may be a campfire where gifts, tobacco, and 
mementos, are thrown into the fire as an offering to the 
departed.  We all need to listen to “OTHERS” and get along. 

Ruth Jones closed the meeting with grace for the upcoming 
meal and prayer. 

Janet Connolly 
Recording Secretary

mailto:jujadeemer@gmail.com
mailto:jujadeemer@gmail.com


NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2019

 

 

 

Grand Traverse Area �4

 At the "Who is My Neighbor" event in October, three 
people were honored with the Human Rights Award. 

   Susan Norkowski has been working for Justice For Our 
Neighbors in Traverse City since 2015. She has been 
working with immigration issues since 1994.  Susan says, 
" I had a front row seat to the impact that laws have on the 
general public. Family based and humanitarian cases 
have always been my favorite to work on, as I feel like I 
am making a direct impact into the lives of our clients and 
their families.” 

   Glenda Andrews helped found Jubilee House, which 
provides laundry, showers, Internet access, local phone 
calls, mail and a hygiene pantry to Traverse City's 
homeless. Glenda is a true example of treating all with 
dignity and high regard, 

   Jim Panek volunteers at the Leelanau County jail 
teaching inmates valuable life skills. He has taught 
inmates bartering and negotiation skills while growing 
and providing food for local non-profits and charities. Jim 
brought cookies to our September meeting that inmates 
in his cooking class had baked. yum-yum!

Prayers answered, 
prayers needed… 
Our Church Women 
United Treasurer, Marcy, is 
slowly healing. She is in 
Munson rehab and taking 
a few steps with a walker. 
Please keep her in your 
prayers as she continues 
to heal.

Special Appreciation 
Thank you to our CWU 
Celebrations Chair, 
Marcia Clone, for 
sharing her love for our 
area with CWU National 
President, Patti Polk, 
and Treasurer, Ronda 
Hill, during their visit to 
Traverse City! 
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COMMUNITIES THAT CARE 
CWU has a heart for those who serve in our local communities to 
help save lives.  Church Women United, with local support from Julia 
Deemer, Unit 6 President and her Board, state support from CWU in 
Michigan President, Gurtie Crater, and national support from Patti 
Polk, President, Church Women United National held a very special 
opiod/narcotics awareness event in late October called, Who Is My 
Neighbor?   In partnership with Save A Life Project Foundation, with 
the support of Traverse City Elks Lodge 323's Drug Prevention 
Program and Traverse City Rotary, this unprecedented initiative 
helped address the opioid/narcotics crisis that is destroying the very 
fabric of our neighborhoods, schools, congregations, and 
communities.  Over 300 people attended, including area Veterans, 
Law Enforcement and First Responders.  Leadership from twelve 

local denominations were also in attendance.  The day-long 
awareness event was live-streamed across the nation from CWU 
National in NY, and the Addiction Policy Forum in Washington DC. 
Live television coverage and local interviews were provided by TV 
9&10 News in Northern Michigan.  We are most grateful for the 
commitment and support demonstrated by their ongoing coverage. 

CWU also needed to get to know "Our Neighbors,” locally and 
nationally, to learn how to join and support the incredible 

continuum of care and advocacy within our own 
community. This included local and regional agencies, 
organizations, professional service providers, treatment 
services, resource centers, health departments, along 
with area collaborative boards and bodies focused on 
opioid/narcotics addiction, and community advocates 
with the courage to share their personal stories of grief 

and loss so that others might benefit from their struggles.  On behalf 
of CWU National, State and Local Unit 6, we extend our gratitude to 
all of this year’s Speakers, Sponsors, Vendors, Volunteers and 
Attendees for their many contributions of time, talent & expertise. 

CHURCH WOMEN UNITED 

— 2020 —        
QUADRENNIAL ASSEMBLY  

Atlanta, GA                     

June 11-14,  2020 

Early Registration Open 

- visit - 
www.churchwomenunited.net  or 

call for more information 

Margaret Rushing

(662)347-6960 

http://www.churchwomenunited.net
http://www.churchwomenunited.net
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