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From our President
Greetings to my favorite
United Methodist Women
“CHALLENGES”

I’ve heard it said that time flies
when you are having a good time! I guess I
must have had a GREAT summer, because
summer is almost over and I don’t know
where the time went. I hope you all have
had a GREAT summer, too.
I just finished reading Girls with Swords, by
Lisa Bevere, which is on the Reading Program (Leadership Development, 2016). It
was my last one to complete Level 4 for this
year. I challenge you all to READ. To read,
read, read - especially to read the books on
the UMW Reading Program, of course. I
truly believe that everyone can, at least,
attain Level 1. That is only 5 books!

Challenge #3 - I challenge you ALL to
remember that we are
rapidly approaching
our anniversary year of 2019, officially March
23, 2019. We continue to celebrate the
150th anniversary of our unique and special
organization of United Methodist
Women. How will YOU celebrate? How will
your local unit celebrate? How will your
district celebrate? How about a birthday
party? How about a slumber party, a retreat,
a day of service, a worship service, a festive
luncheon, a prayer service? How about a
FUN-Raiser? That’s right, a FUN-Raiser.
Find a FUN way to raise money in your local
unit or district, for the Legacy Fund
Endowment Campaign. (check out
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/150)

Challenge #4 - I challenge you to “stretch”
and continue giving to the Legacy Fund,
even if you have already given. Give $18.69
at least once more. Give $18.69 a month for
The following scripture, from Romans, 12:1-2 the next twelve (or eighteen) months. It
(MSG) was included in Chapter 14, Cross
would take only 179,000 of us to give only
Carry, “So here’s what I want you to do, God $18.69 only 12 more times (monthly) to
helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary
exceed the entire campaign goal of $60
life - your sleeping, eating, going-to-work,
million.
and walking-around life - and place it before
God as an offering, embracing what God
Challenge #5 - AND, my final challenge, at
does for you is the best things you can do for the moment, is to attend your new
Him. Don’t become so well-adjusted to your District AND CONFERENCE Celebration
culture that you fit into it without even
and organization meeting this fall. Make a
thinking. Instead, fix your attention on
special effort this year. Attend and be part of
God. You’ll be changed from the inside
our new beginnings - our new Michigan
out. Readily recognize what He wants from Conference and new districts. I look forward
you, and quickly respond to it.”
to seeing each of you at a District Annual
celebration this fall.
Challenge #2 - I challenge you to take your
every-day, ordinary life - your sleeping,
eating, going-to-work, and walking-around
Blessings to all,
life - and place it before God.
Linda Darrow
Challenge #1 - I challenge each of you to
make that a goal for yourselves in 2019.
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2018 Conference Team
President:
Linda Darrow (2017)
232 N. Cooley St., Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
989-763-8750
darrowlinda@gmail.com
Vice President:
Shirley Chappell (2016)
719 S. Griffin, Grand Haven 49417
616-846-4197
shirley2billchapel@att.net
Secretary:
Beth Mitchell (2017)
3813 Rockwood, Kalamazoo 49004
269-343-6806
barmitch55@gmail.com
Treasurer:
Julia Paradine-Rice (2014)
4114 Sanctuary Dr., Alma 48801
989-576-0675
juliapr@charter.net

Mission Coordinators:

Committee on Nominations:
Chairperson:
Sue Emmons (2017)
4-year term
2226 Anderson Dr. SE, Grand Rapids 49506
616-308-3802
sre.peace@yahoo.com
Committee Members:
Loretta Lee (2017)
2-year term
142 Greenwood Drive, Battle Creek 49037
269-317-7377 weatherby2000@sbcglobal.net
Sue Franklin (2017)
2-year term
2392 Fern Ct., Farwell 48622-9789
989-339-0491
Lsfbflat@gmail.com

Spiritual Growth:
Ruth Jones
540 Georgetown Dr. #36, Traverse City 49684
231-421-3500
tcgrannynanny@yahoo.com

Jenny Kroeze (2017)
3-year term
640 Seminole Dr., Fremont 49412
231-924-4814
jennyK48g@gmail.com

Education & Interpretation: Sue Stickle (2016)
10970 Dutch Settlement Rd, Marcellus 49067
269-646-9425
suzannestickle@gmail.com

Ruth Jones (2017)
4-year term
540 Georgetown Dr. #36, Traverse City 49684
231-421-3500
tcgrannynanny@yahoo.com

Social Action:
Randie Clawson (2015)
384 Lind Drive, Traverse City 49696
231-929-7808
randieclawson@gmail.com

Dorie Litchfield
4-year term
61470 CR 657, Lawton 49065
269-580-3449
creator.dorie@gmail.com

Membership Nurture/Outreach: Ruth Jones (2018) Program Advisory Group
Suzanne Hewitt (2017)
540 Georgetown Dr. #36, Traverse City 49684
2250 Knapp St., Grand Rapids 49505
231-421-3500
tcgrannynanny@yahoo.com
616-361-9565
suzmckhew@att.net
Program Resources:
Connie Swinger (2015)
255 Brown St. SW, Grand Rapids 49507
616-452-3532
connieswinger@att.net
Communications Coordinator:
Amber Hassler (2018)
269 Cayo Dr, Buckley 49620
231-642-7224 upnorthtwinmom@gmail.com
Appointed:
Be Just Be Green Coordinator: Clarice McKenzie
Clark Home
231-745-3256
cjmckum@gmail.com

Historian — (appointed) OPEN
District Presidents:
Albion: Cheryl Proctor
517-741-3125

seldominn_1@juno.com

Grand Rapids: Sue Rietman
269-795-7644

Susan.rietman@sbcglobal.net

Grand Traverse: Susan Wirgau
(231) 838-5986

onthebay@charter.net

Heartland: Waitha Gaye Leavitt
231-640-0238

Kalamazoo: Cindy Thiele
269-673-4514

wally@journey.com

cindahthiele@gmail.com
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Attention District and Conference Officers
You are all invited to attend officers
training October 26, 2018 at the Petoskey United
Methodist Church, 1804 E. Mitchell Road,
Petoskey, Michigan.

As We Gather Together
the theme of our day is
“Have Courage –
Embrace Change and
Grow”. I think it will be
an exciting day with
Our first Michigan Conference United
Methodist Women’s Annual meeting will be held missionaries,
entertainment, book
the next day. District Presidents please have a
total number of your ladies attending the Friday room, our speaker is Rita
night meeting to me by September 26. We need Smith who is the North
Central Jurisdiction UMW President and
to have an accurate count for the Friday night
business. Our ingathering will be paper products
meal which is included.
(Napkins, Kleenex etc.) Serv will be there selling
items. Serv does not accept credit or debit cards,
This year you will be responsible for
making your own reservations for your overnight so bring plenty of cash.
lodging. You may decide how many roommates
Remember that all District ladies must make a
you wish etc. We will have a block of rooms at
reservation thru Sue Emmons and the cost is
the Michigan Inn, 1420 S. US 1314, Petoskey,
MI 231-348-3900 and Hampton Inn, 919 Spring $16 for early registrations.
Street, Petoskey, 231-348-9555 for you to
I look forward to seeing all of you and I am
choose from. You may then turn the bill and a
expecting a very energized meaningful
voucher into the Conference treasurer for
reimbursement. (Must have at least two people day. Remember to bring your “Hatitude” and
wear a hat if you wish. Pass It On and I’ll see
staying in a room).
you in October.
Shirley Chappell
Vice President

YOU ARE INVITED TO
MICHIGAN CONFERENCE
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN’S
ANNUAL MEETING
October 27, 2018
Petoskey United Methodist Church
1804 E. Mitchell Road
Petoskey, Michigan
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From Your Book Lady

Secretary of Program Resources

American society. Her story is an inspiring
and interesting read. I recommend it. It’s in
I am always so excited when I see the new list the Leadership Development category.
of books for the upcoming year in the Reading
FYI—the Immigration and the Bible Study
Program, and the list for 2019 delivers! You
from a few years ago is now FREE from
can find the entire list at https://
Mission Resources. The Adult, Youth and
www.umwmissionresources.org. You can
avoid the shipping fee if you look for the new Children Study books are all available for the
cost of shipping and handling! If you have not
books at your District Annual meetings, the
Conference Celebration in Petoskey, or at your done the Immigration and the Bible Study in
your church or unit, this is a great
public library.
opportunity!! Check it out!
My favorite on the 2019 list so far is
As always, if I can help with anything related
Eleanor: A Spiritual Biography by
to Program Resources or the reading program,
Harold Ivan Smith. As one of the
email me at connieswinger@att.net.
most active social justice advocates,
former First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt Connie Swinger
is an interesting subject. Her
Secretary of Program
personal faith was focused on Jesus and
Resources
fueled her commitment to civil rights,
women’s rights and the marginalized in

2019 Books are Available!

Communications

Stay Connected!

“Like” our Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/MichiganUMW/
Watch for each District to get it’s own
Facebook Group soon!
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Our Colorful Faith
Today, my sister Janet and I are
going to the Wing family reunion in
Coldwater at the Wing Museum. This
portion of our family tree came to
America in 1637 and still maintain the
original settlement house in Sandwich,
Massachusetts. This summer has been
filled with family.
Spring began with our District
Spiritual Retreats, Ladies' Days at Youth
Haven Ranch and Gull Lake (with
daughters & circle ladies), Church
Annual Conference and Mission U ( with
granddaughters). Then the camping trips
with church friends and family. Off to the
St. Louis Church of God
campground with the "Ducks in a Row"
being tourists in ST. Louis,
Breckenridge, Ithaca, and Mt Pleasant
visiting museums and geneology
societies. Then their was celebrating
Birthdays with camp outs. Invited to
attend the Decter UMC camping at
Meyers Lake-our daughter, Brenda's
birthday, then 6 year old grandson's with
baseball game, swimming and legos ( a
new skill for this grandma is priviledged
to help with ) The big celebration at
camp was our son Jon's 50th at Shaddy
Green Pastures camp just 12 miles from
our Charlotte home. We will camp again
over Labor day with church family.
Summer afternoons grandchildren and
friends enjoy our pool that still stands
after 45 years.

Our scout troop has enjoyed the
summer with campouts working on merit
badges for their Eagle rank, cookouts,
nature hikes, community garden service
(mulching & harvesting for the local food
banks), and selling candy bars at our
community concerts on market days
where we sell their maple syrup and
honey. My sister & I sell jams and jellies
and Samantha sells bracelets and slime.
Where am I going with all this? Be an
encourager and nurture the next
generation and each other where ever
life takes you.
Be sure to get your reservation in for
district and conference gatherings to
encourage and support each other.
Patricia Snyder
Membership, Nurture and Outreach
Coordinator

Mission u of the North
Registration form and information can be
found at
www.umwmichiganconference.org
First United Methodist Church, Gaylord, MI
Monday & Tuesday, October 15-16, 2018
Registration deadline is September 29th
IN-GATHERING: Paper Goods, Personal Grooming, &
Feminine Hygiene Supplies for River House Shelter in
Grayling, which serves men and women in 4 counties.
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Prayer for The Way Forward
The Way Forward Commission is charged
with developing consensus about how the
denomination can move forward amid different theological understandings of lesbian,
gay, bisexual, transgender and queer identity.
“The early reports indicate that many United
Methodists are engaging actively in the Praying Our Way Forward initiative,” said Bishop
Debra Wallace-Padgett, North Alabama Conference. Wallace-Padgett co-chairs the prayer initiative with Bishop Al Gwinn. “It is inspiring to see prayers and ideas posted regularly
at umcprays.org, hear of prayer events hosted by districts and churches, learn of prayer
vigils being held by churches and groups,
know that many individuals are observing a
weekly fast for our church and mission, and
read beautiful prayer blogs written by bishops
and others.”
In early January in Frankfurt, bishops of the
three central conferences in Europe and cabinet members of the four Episcopal areas met
for three days to worship, pray and engage in
Christian conferencing on maintaining and
strengthening the unity within The United
Methodist Church.
Bishop Patrick Streiff of the Central and
Southern Europe Conference led the group in
a Bible study on living in and maintaining unity given through Jesus Christ in spite of differences.
Germany’s Bishop Rosemarie Wenner said
the groups realized “we have more in common than what divides us.
“We told one another experiences of how the

From UMnews.org
worldwide connection is a blessing for
churches in a continent where Methodists are
in a minority,” Wenner said.

All United Methodists are invited to:
1. Engage in a weekly Wesleyan 24hour fast from Thursday after dinner to
Friday mid-afternoon. Those who
have health situations causing food
fasts to be unadvisable might consider
fasting from social media, emails or
another daily activity.
2. Pause and pray for our church’s
mission and way forward daily for four
minutes from 2:23 through 2:26 a.m. or
p.m. in their own time zone OR at another time. This is because the Special Session of General Conference
will be held February 23 through February 26, 2019.
3. Pray using a weekly prayer calendar
that will be posted on the
UMCPrays.org website until the end
of February 2019. The calendar will list
a unique cluster of names each week.
The names will balance United States
bishops and delegates with Central
Conference bishops and delegates. It
will also include General Secretaries,
Commission on a Way Forward members, the Commission of the General
Conference and the staff of the General Conference.
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Update on The Bishops Commission on The Way Forward

B

e sure and keep up with the
latest news from our Michigan
Conference, Bishop Bard,
concerning the details and most
up-to-date information.
Read the MI Connect Magazine at
www.michiganumc.org , and the
latest article “The Joyful Journey”.

Especially important is that the
Bishop will be traveling the state
this fall to again hold more
Listening Sessions.

Encourage your local women, actually
everyone in your congregation, to attend
one of these sessions. Encourage your
pastor to share this information with your
congregation.
This is a great opportunity to ask your
questions about this topic, that is vitally
important to our Methodist denomination.
Remember, that United Methodist Women
have been challenged to reach at least
50% of our membership.
The plan is to track attendance at every
event or session where this topic is discussed.
Take responsibility to be informed!

Plan to attend one near you.
September 25: Hope UMC Connections Campus, Marquette, 7 p.m.
September 26: still to be determined
October 8:
Michaelson Memorial UMC, Grayling, 7 p.m.
October 9:
Lake Orion UMC, 7 p.m.
October 15: Grand Rapids area
October 16: Detroit area, location to be determined
October 17: Kalamazoo First UMC, 7 p.m.
October 21: Northville UMC, 4 p.m.
October 22: First UMC, Midland, 7 p.m.
December 6: Area Ministry Center, Lansing, 7 p.m.
January 2019, date to be determined, an on-line conversation
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Lansing District Update
I am sending greetings to you as the current
Lansing District President and the future MidMichigan President.
Members of our district have been busy this
summer having fun and learning at Assembly and
Mission u. What great opportunities to meet
UMW women and hear their stories. I encourage
more women to attend these wonderful activities
as they become available in the future.
Lansing, parts of Heartland and parts of
Crossroads Districts have been hard at work
pulling together and creating our new MidMichigan District. Each member of the team
should be commemorated for their hard work
bringing all of the pieces together for our
September 19, 2018 Mid-Michigan District
Organizational and Celebration Meeting. We will
gather at Holt United Methodist Church, in Holt
Michigan, with registration at 9:00 a.m. and the
program beginning at 9:30. Carolin Spragg will be
our speaker. We will also hear from Shari
Montgomery of the House of Promise and their
work for survivors of human sex trafficking in the
Lansing area.
Forming a new District is not an easy task, as all
of you know. However, it is exciting to know God
is leading and working through
us as we move forward.

Kalamazoo District Update
I did it!
I emailed my
congressmen. Our
social action person,
Randi Clawson, had
sent a notice about the
separation of children
from their parents
calling it torcher. This
was before it hit the networks. I wrote 4-5
sentences asking what they were going to
do about the situation and signed my
name—and added my United Methodist
Women title.
WOW!! Within a few days the issue was all
over the news. Did my email to the trick?
Yes! ...along with many, many more United
Methodist Women doing the same. Now it
is on to the Dreamers/immigration bill—or
maybe the Wendy’s boycott or a water
issue or mass incarceration. Plan now to
email your state or national representatives
about once a month on an issue dear to
you. (Remember one issue per email, but
try to contact all reps on that one issue).
We are excited about our new Greater
Southwest District Annual meeting and
celebration September 29 at Kalamazoo
Westwood. The gals will be getting to know
each other as we Famingle. You may even
see a few (tail )feathers and lots of smiles
with new friends. Changing from parts of
two past districts to the Greater Southwest
District is going to be our bigger and better
district. Just watch us!

Blessings to all,

CindyThiele

Donna Kleiver, President

Kalamazoo District President
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Midwest District Update
We jump into 2019 soon with a plan to
make this the best year ever.

Already we have many events scheduled
and in the planning stage. Our Spring Fling is
on March 16 at Freemont UMC. Our theme
is Immigration, a timely topic and much in
the forefront at this time. Spring Retreat
will be at the DeWitt Center, May 3-4, and the
theme is “What’s your Spiritual Style”. We hope
many of our women will join us.
Midwest District has almost filled their Team
Officers and committees. We are happy to welcome
Judy Huynh and Snn Scott as team members in
2019.
Our Annual Meeting will be September 20, and the
Evening Apart is on November 8.
Our Communications officer has been working
diligently to get all our churches and Units on the
list for the Anchor Newsletter with the district
change, we will be going from 40 churches to 91.
We are hoping to cluster some churches together
into cooperative events to get out to more
churches in our area.
We steam ahead with our goal to make UMW a
happening place
now and in the
future.

Susan Reietman
Midwest District
President

Grand Traverse District Update
The biggest news is our steering committee work
is DONE! After well over 100 hours of work on
our standing rules alone and two in-person
meetings for our eight member steering committee—we were able to produce a newsletter
with the necessary components to be distributed
prior to our organizational meeting on September
15 in conjunction with our Northern Waters District Celebration at Epsilon UMC in Petoskey!
My normal kicking and screaming when going
into change happened with creating a new district. I
made mistakes along the way and have learned as we
persevered. Very few people in any given situation have
this opportunity. When I began to look at it that way—my
eyes truly were opened and my heart changed. I’ve already met some wonderful ladies who I would not have
known had it not been for coming together in a new district and new conference. I look forward to meeting many
more!
Thinking about our district name, Northern Waters, the steering committee decided to have waves as
the theme of our UMW district team/awards/newsletter,
etc. When I was at a conference UMW team meeting this
week, the devotion was about ripples in the water. As the
ripples widen, they weaken and eventually disappear.
Have you ever noticed waves? No matter which shore of
a lake you are on, the waves are always coming to the
shore! It Just like us—wherever we are, situations come
to us requiring action, prayer and thought. As long as we
are providing positive energy—accentuating the positive
and not the negative, we can make a difference with
those waves.
We lost Linda Wallender last month due to a
short but valiant fight with cancer. She especially had a
heart for social justice issues and I learned so much from
her. She organized our Social Action Day in May but was
too ill to be able to attend and lead the event. After our
team meeting later in May at Mancelona UMC, we
walked their labyrinth in honor of Linda.
I thank God for the team I have been a part of
over these last few years, for the steering committee and
for the new Northern Waters District UMW teamwork
with this type of awesome team.
Susan Wirgau, Northern Waters District President
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Conference UMW Treasurer: Julia Paradine Rice
MICHIGAN CONFERENCE UMW
PROPOSED 2019 A&MD BUDGET
2019
District A&MD

$91,375.00

North Central Jurisdiction A&MD

$4,000.00

Audit

$1,250.00

Conference Leadership Retreat

$3,950.00

Church Women United State Assembly

$400.00

Church Women United Donation

$400.00

Conf SMRs/Gift to Mission/Gift in Memory

$1,500.00

Conference Annual Celebration

$4000.00

Conference Directory

$1000.00

Contingency/Micellaneous
Dependent Care
Newsletter
Keep Making Peace
Meals and Lodging
MI Non-Profit Corp Annual Fee

$575.00
$80.00
$5,000
$350.00
$1,100
$20.00

Mileage

$4,000

Mission u of the North—Subsidy
Mission u - Subsidy Albios/ Conf Officer Registration
Mission u - Subsidy East/ Conf Officer Registration

$1,500
$9,000.00
$9,000.00

Mission u - Conference Scholarships

$2,500.00

Assembly/NCJ/Seminars

$4,500.00

Officers' Resources and Literature
District Officer Leadership Training
Postage
Printing, Supplies & Checks
Technology
Church Annual Conference Attendance
UMCH Program Support
Keep Making Peace

$1,000.00
$2,000.00
$350.00
$500.00
$250.00
$1,000.00
$8,000.00
$2,000.00

Justice For our Neighbors

$500.00

TOTAL

$161,100.00
Pledge to Mission—Districts

$450,400.00

Pledge to UMC, Inc.

$289,300.00
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2019 Slate of Officers - Michigan Conference
PRESIDENT: Linda Darrow (2017)
232 N. Cooley St., Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858
(989) 763-8750 darrowlinda@gmail.com
VICE PRESIDENT: Patricia Bostic (2015)
4106 W. 13 Mile Rd., Royal Oak, MI 48073
(248) 677-4940 Work:(248) 223-3430
Pbostic02@att.net Cell:(248) 376-8717
SECRETARY: Beth Mitchell (2017)
3813 Rockwood Dr., Kalamazoo, MI 49004
(269) 343-6806 barmitch55@gmail.com
TREASURERS:
Julia Paradine-Rice (2014)
4114 Sanctuary Dr., Alma, MI 48801
(989) 576-0675 juliapr@charter.net

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS:
CHAIRPERSON: Linda Schramm (2019)
244 South Elk St., Sandusky, MI 48471
(810) 648-4696 Cell: (810) 404-4698
lars@greatlakes.net
Patti Steinberg (2018) Northern Skies
1101 Pine St., Ontonagon, MI 49953
Joy Coyle (2016) Heritage
6720 Spring Creek Lane, Plymouth, MI 48170
Toni Grimmett (2019) Greater Detroit
598 Jacob Way #103, Rochester, MI 48307
(313) 303-1230 citydancer1@sbcglobal.net
Shirley Chappell (2019) Midwest
719 S. Griffin, Grand Haven, MI 49417

SECRETARY OF PROGRAM RESOURCES:
Brenda Street (2017)
578 Michigan Ave., Pontiac, MI 48342
(248) 335-3603 Cell: (248) 568-0419
Bstreet992157@gmail.com

Dorie Litchfield (2018) Greater Southwest
61470 CR 657, Lawton, MI 49065

COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATORS:
Kathy Freeland (2017)
P.O. Box 195, Mayville, MI 48744
(989) 843-5247 sbcglobal.net Cell:(989) 660-9573
ksfdaf@sbcglobal.net

Evelyn DeLaney (2019) Central Bay
1050 Grandjean Raod, Rose City, MI 48654

Sally Messner (2019)
224 Davis Street, Marcellus, MI 49067
(269) 646-7791 sallymessner@yahoo.com
MISSION COORDINATORS:
SOCIAL ACTION: Alice Tucker (2017)
22289 Woodhill, Southfield, MI 48075
(248) 357-5816 Cell:(313) 618-3173
fayerich@comcast.net

Waltha Gaye Leavitt (2019) Mid Michigan
8524 E. Colby Road, Crystal, MI 48818

TBD Northern Waters
The slate of officers for 2019 is presented by the 2018
West Michigan and Detroit Conference Committees on
Nominations:
CHAIRS: Joy Coyle, Sue Emmons
Members: Jenny Kroeze, Dorie Litchfield, Sue Franklin,
Loretta Lee, Pat Engelbrecht, Linda Brown, Patti Steinberg
COMMITTEE ON THE CHARTER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE

CHAIRPERSON: Linda Darrow

EDUCATION & INTERPRETATION:
Michele Weston (2019)
5158 Sandalwood Circle, Grand Blanc, MI 48439
(810) 694-6266 Cell:(810) 624-1184
Mweston38@att.net
MEMBERSHIP NURTURE & OUTREACH:
Patricia Snyder (2016)
807 Sheldon St., Charlotte, MI 48813
(517) 231-1301
SPIRITUAL GROWTH: Ruth Jones (2018)
540 Georgetown Drive #36, Traverse City, MI 49684
(231) 645-1761 tcgrannynanny@yahoo.com

Members:
Dorie Litchfield
Randie Clawson
Kathy Freeland
Toni Grimmett
Judy Chasney
Loretta Lee
Alice Tucker
Waltha Gaye Leavitt
Joyce Simons
Linda Schramm

Nominations may be made
from the floor at the
Conference Annual
Meeting with a signed
consent from the nominee.
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New Standing Rules for the
Michigan Conference United Methodist Women
To Be Voted On At the Joint Conference Organizational Meeting
For six months in 2017 Diana Miller, Detroit Standing Rules Chair, and Linda
Darrow, West Michigan President, brought together Standing Rules that existed in
the Detroit Conference and West Michigan Conference. A number of times they
were the same. Where they were not the same, they were reviewed and adapted
into a new version representing the new conference. Then the rules were brought to
the Steering Committee working to bring the two Conference UMWs together. They
were reviewed, discussed, and revised through several meeting times. In February
2018, the Steering Committee voted to send the proposed standing rules to the joint
Executive Committees meeting in May. At that meeting they voted to send the
proposed standing rules to the October Organizational meeting at Petoskey.
Some sections that were in the Detroit Rules were removed and will eventually be
listed as separate documents. These include items related to the Conference
newsletter and the Conference Year End Reports and Directory. These will continue
to be refined by the committees and be listed at a later time.
The various committees for Mission u events are mentioned in the section labeled II.
Committees. These committees will be working in the coming years to determine a
new process for managing the Mission u events for the new conference. They each
have their own Standing Rules and the events will continue as they are until the new
process is developed.

There are substantial changes in the section labeled V. Funds beginning on page
11. Each conference had reserve money for attendance at national events but
handled them differently. These were worked out. There were different memorial
and trust funds. The United Methodist Community House is now owned by the
institution but there is still a significant relationship through giving to their programs
and having a presence on their Board of Directors.
The proposed Michigan Conference Standing Rules can be found in PDF form
by clicking on the title on the left side of the front page of the Michigan
Conference United Methodist Women website:
http://www.umwmichiganconference.org
Please review these proposed rules and be prepared to vote on them at the
Joint Detroit and West Michigan Annual Meeting and Michigan Conference
Organizational Meeting, Saturday, Oct. 27, 2018 at Petoskey United Methodist
Church.
Diana Miller diana@ddmiller.net 989-426-2644

Toilet Paper, Paper Towel, Kleenex (tissue) and
Napkins

Petoskey Nehemiah Project
(helping the homeless)

In-Gathering Project-

SPEAKER: Rita Smith, North Central
Jurisdiction President

Show your “ Hatitude” and bring a hat to wear!

THEME: HAVE COURAGE! "EMBRACE
CHANGE AND GROW”

Saturday, Oct. 27, 2018
Michigan Conference United Methodist Women
Annual Meeting & Organizational Meeting
Petoskey UMC
1804 E. Mitchell Rd.
Petoskey, MI 49770
Phone – (231) 347-2733
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.
Program 10 AM to 3 PM

_______________________ _____________________________
______________________

Hampton Inn 919 Spring St., Petoskey, MI - 231-348-9555

Michigan Inn 1420 S. US 131, Petoskey, MI – 231-348-3900

Overnight Stay: 2 choices – Mention United Methodist Women

_______________________ _____________________________

____________________________
______________________

_______________________
______________________

UNIT
CHURCH

NAME

Make Check payable to West Michigan Conference United Methodist
Women; send check and form (Keep a copy for yourself )to registrar:
Sue Emmons, 2226 Anderson Drive SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506 Phone –
616-308-3802, E-mail srepeace@yahoo.com

Number of Attendees: x 16/ x$20 (Circle one) = ______________ Amount
Enclosed

Telephone: ______________________________________

District: _______________________________ Email: _____________________________

Name and information for person ordering: ____________________________
Unit__________

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FORM SO IT IS READABLE. THANKS

Tickets will not be mailed; they will be picked up at the Registration
under the District and the name of the person ordering. Please list
all attendees on the registration form. PRINT name clearly.

Child Care is available at no cost but must be requested in advance.

Early Bird Registration Cost is $`16.00. Early Bird Deadline is October 7,
2018. Registration postmarked after October 8th and walk-in cost is
$20.00. Seating for lunch is limited; we cannot guarantee lunch for
walk-ins.

Registration Form

United Methodist Women Michigan Conference Organizational Annual
Meeting
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Together We Take Action
Charity, Advocacy, and
Acting in Solidarity to
Change Systems
The United Methodist Women’s web
page, www.unitedmethodistwomen.org,
has the following to say about advocacy.
“United Methodist Women
interprets the biblical passage
from Luke 4:18 as both a
model and a mandate for
Christian social action and
advocacy:
"The Spirit of the Lord is
upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good
news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim release
to the captives and recovery
of sight to the blind, to let
the oppressed go free, to
proclaim the year of the
Lord's favor."
United Methodist Women has
been challenging social
injustice for almost 150
years. Members improve the
lives of women, children and
youth nationally and
internationally. United
Methodist Women continues
its advocacy work on peace
and justice, education, the
rights of children, human

From Our Social Action Coordinator
rights, and farm workers'
rights, to name a few.

In all advocacy efforts United
Methodist Women supports its
work with a scriptural basis
and adheres to the
denominational mandates in
the Book of Discipline and
Book of Resolutions of The
United Methodist “
This year’s Mission U study, What about Our
Money, A Faith Response, by Susan K Taylor
has a lot to say about acting in solidarity to
change systems. I know some of you have not
yet received this study, but we all will hear the
truth of the following words from page 27.

“The systems around us often
make it much more difficult to
live fully as people of God, but
they do not have infinite
power, for that is God’s
place. As we name to power
of the systems that shape our
livers, we must claim our
power as people of God to
change the systems that are
unjust and to support each
other as we move toward
God’s economy of enough for
all.”

The National United Methodist
Women’s priorities for action
are Economic Inequality,
Climate Justice,
Criminalization of
Communities of Color and
Maternal and Child Health.
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Continued from page 12

“At the core is the need to challenge
systems of oppression that exclude
women, youth and children; persons of
color; and communities of color. These
systems also criminalize people who cross
borders to seek livelihoods, or who
challenge entrenched inequalities. Added
information on each priority can be found
at https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
general-conference/issuepriorities2016-20”
As we go forward let's explore the issues
in each of our communities. There are
often issues to address specific to your
location.
Using the many resources on
the United Methodist Web
raises awareness of the needs
for charity to overcome past
injustices. We can advocate
with and on behalf of those
who are suffering the
injustices. Then together we
take actions to change the
systems causing the
oppression. Our actions will
answer the prayer, “Thy
kingdom come on earth as it is
in heaven.” In our Methodist
Traditions, actions for social
holiness are an extension of
our personal piety; they cannot
be separated.
Randie Clawson
Social Action Coordinator

Reading Program
The Reading Program
encourages members to think
critically about current issues
through an annual selection
of member-reviewed books.
It offers an excellent
opportunity to deepen your
spirituality and to broaden
your understanding of our
mission work.
As you finish up reading for
2018, and get in your
completed reports, it is time
to look forward to next year’s
reading program.
A viewable (or printable)
2019 Reading Program Book
List is now available on the
United Methodist Women
website.

www.unitedmethodist
women.org/
readingprogram
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An Update on United Methodist Community House
United Methodist Community House (UMCH) is 116
years old and since we
have been in existence, we
have been innovators. Our
very beginning was conceived by United Methodist
Women who focused on
serving Serbian widows
with children. They provided housing, food, and job
training. That was followed
by offering to care for their
children while they worked.
This community service
soon transitioned into the
very first daycare center in
the City of Grand Rapids in
1936. Our center is still caring for children and making
it possible for families to
succeed. In 1973, the precursor to the Kent County
Meals on Wheels emerged
from UMCH’s congregate
meal program for seniors.
We now provide services,
transportation, and meals
for thousands each year.
We have always been innovators and continue to
do so today.

Yet, the agency has experienced the typical struggles
of a small nonprofit, especially as it relates to building a financially sustainable
operations model. As the
leadership staff and board
considered this issue, it became apparent that UMCH
was working from an outdated nonprofit structure
that relied on grants to fund
our administrative costs.
That is a cost center that
funders no longer desire to
support. In order for our
agency to survive, we had
to begin to think differently
to re-invent our model. We
had to figure out how to
serve the community addressing real unmet needs
and generate revenue at
the same time. This drove
our strategic thinking towards a philosophy that
asked three questions each
time we considered a service opportunity.

Those questions are:
1. What are our core
competencies or what
are we good at doing?
2. What are the documented needs in the
community that match
our core competencies?
3. Can we provide that
service and generate a
profit at the same time?
If we could answer “yes” to
all three of those questions,
then those were the specific programs we would pursue. After an intense community needs assessment,
UMCH determined that
there were three areas that
aligned with our core competencies. The leadership
team went to work and
drafted what has become
the most transformational
plan that our agency has
ever aspired. As mentioned
above, we are all about innovation. Our first opportunity is to restructure and
update our child development center to become one
of the most modern in the
city with an accomplished
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team of teachers and support staff. A main focus,
based on our community
research, is to become the
CDC of choice for parents
with infants and toddlers.
This is the most difficult
group of children to care
for so UMCH has determined to meet the needs
of this critically underserved group. It has required a lot of innovation
but we have a plan that is
working already. The new
center will serve up to 400
children daily which we
anticipate opening in 24
months.
The second opportunity is
developing the City of
Grand Rapids’ first major
senior activity center. The
city has over 50,000 residents over the age of 50
but does not have a place
that is especially designed
to service their needs. Our
research indicates that
this center could conservatively have a membership of over 7,000 regular
participants who frequent
it. The center would provide a hub for senior services throughout the city
to meet their clients and
address their needs. It
would help alleviate isolation and depression of
seniors by allowing mem-

bers to join over 50 clubs
and associations. Congregate meals in collaboration with Kent County
Meals on Wheels would
ensure that our members
have a nutritious breakfast
and lunch. The site will also house a fitness center,
pharmacy, credit union,
café and other amenities.
At UMCH, we believe in
innovation and this is how
we demonstrate it.
The final opportunity is to
work through a partnership that UMCH has convened including the City of
Grand Rapids, a nonprofit
housing developer, a for
profit developer, a local
bank, and a local church.
This assembly will work to
create a unique approach
for a mixed rate housing
complex that will be associated with the senior center. There will also be approximately 400 other
senior housing units located within ½ mile of the
center. We are currently
exploring alternative approaches to develop this
project that will significantly reduce the construction
cost and time while enhancing the quality of our
modern
condo
apartments.

With this aggressive project in the works, UMCH is
moving towards our desired outcome which is to
meet the needs of our
constituents while developing revenue streams
that enable us to become
financially secure. Our
goal is that for the foreseeable future, our agency will not have to depend
on UMW and other funders to pay for our operational expenses. That
means that every dollar
that is donated to UMCH
will be spent directly on
helping the people you
care about and serving
those in need. We appreciate your help and please
pray for our vision. Thank
YOU !!!

Eric Williams, CEO at
United Methodist Community House
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2018 Calendar of Events
September 15

District Annual Northern Waters

Petoskey: Epsilon UMC

September 19

District Annual Mid Michigan

September 20

District Annual Midwest

September 29

District Annual Greater Southwest

September 29

District Annual Heritage

October 2

District Annual Northern Skies

October 6

District Annual Central Bay

Essexville: St Luke’s UMC

October 13

District Annual East Winds

Lapeer: Trinity UMC

October 13

District Annual Greater Detroit

Trenton: Faith UMC

October 15-16

Mission U of the North

Gaylord UMC

October 26

District Officer Training

Petoskey UMC

October 27

Conference Annual

Petoskey UMC

Holt UMC
Georgetown (Jenison) UMC
Kalamazooo: Westwood UMC
Jackson: First UMC
L’Anse: Zeba UMC

