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Mancelona United Method-

ist Women met on Wednes-

day, February 9th to fulfill a 

goal. They wanted to make 

Valentine cards for residents 

of Meadow Brook, a medi-

cal care facility in their area, 

that might not receive one 

otherwise. They made and 

delivered thirty cards. Way 

to go, ladies!  

Their efforts were shared 

with us on our Northern Wa-

ters District United Method-

ist Women's Facebook page 

where I also read the follow-

ing: 

“Many of us went back 

to our elementary days or 

early "mom" days by using 

construction paper, glitter, 

and lace dollies to come up 

with some unique cards 

which we hope brightened 

some rooms.”  

Thank you, ladies, for 

sharing such a fun and 

meaningful idea with us! 

We’d love to hear from all 

of our units! You can share 

directly to our Facebook 

page anytime at https://

www.facebook.com/groups/

northernwatersumw or email 

me directly at northern-

watersdistrictumw@gmail.c

om.  

As the Mancelona United 

Methodist Women so gra-

ciously shared, "Let all you 

do be done in Love." I Co-

rinthians 16:14 
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If I hear the word ‘normal’ 
one more time, I’ll, well, I 
don’t know… Whatever was 
normal isn’t any more and we 
have change sneaking up on 
us. And sometimes it comes 
in a big Wave – to Catch! 
Handling change is what we 
do best! Come join us! 

All Northern Waters Dis-
trict United Methodist Wom-
en officers are off to a run-
ning start for 2022. One big 
change is that we are back to 
in-person events. We will be 
following whatever COVID 
protocol the host church has 
in place at the time. We need 
to SEE each other and greet 
each other & sing together! 

Please join us Apr. 2nd to 
hear Ellen Harbin speak on 
‘Fearless,’ based on 2 Timo-
thy 1:7, at our 1-day retreat at 
Houghton Lake UMC. See 
included flyer for more de-
tails. 

Please also join us for our 
Power of Bold presentation 
May 14 at Lake City UMC. 
The emphasis is on environ-
mental justice and the speak-
ers will be knowledgeable. 

Both events were either 
recorded or presented via 
Zoom last year. It is our hope 
that this year 100s of people 
will come to these events! So 
– do your part – register and 

bring a carload or 2 or 3 car-
loads!  Or a boat! Or a mo-
torcycle!  Whatever will get 
you there! Our officers have 
spent a lot of time planning 
the details so you will have 
an inspiring and informative 
day. Even if your local units 
aren’t meeting yet, please 
consider attending. Remem-
ber, there are really 5 levels 
of UMW:  local, district, 
conference, jurisdictional, 
and national.  Come and see 
what it’s all about. Turn It 
Up! 

And – speaking of Turn It 
Up!, several officers from 
NWD will be attending this 
Assembly May 19-22 in Or-
lando, FL – Susan W., Linda 
P., Nancy G., Cola H., and 
myself will be attending.  I 
just purchased my airline 
tickets today! I hope some of 
you are going, too. And re-
member, you can attend vir-
tually, eating popcorn and 
singing (but maybe not at 
the same time!) right along 
with women from all over 
the world. You can go to 
www.unitedmethodistwome
n.org for more information. 

There will be, as Julia Pa-
radine-Rice succinctly 
phrased it, BIG NEWS com-
ing soon about all of the 
changes at the National lev-
el. Part of the news has al-
ready been presented and 
more will be coming out 
around Feb. 28, both through 
email and also in the March/
April response magazine. Be 
on the lookout. We can do 
change and still continue 
serving women, children, 

Julia Hulka 
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and youth!   
As I have spoken with 

several local unit presidents, 
we have realized that many of 
them have never met me – or 
some of our other district 
UMW officers – in person.  
Now is your chance! Put 
these district-sponsored 
events, plus District (9/24) 
and Conference (10/22) An-
nual Celebrations, on your 
calendar! And Mission u on 
various dates.  Invite me to 
one of your meetings – I’ll 
come! And we will have 
more information to share 
about the changes for UMW! 
And please take a look at all 
of the flyers included in this 
newsletter – we want you to 
be informed – not over-
whelmed!  Have questions – 
just ask!  Joy, Julia 

Blessings to all as we start yet 
another year together –we 
have high hopes for 2022 
knowing that God is with us 
always! 

Some of you have already 
been so diligent and have 
submitted your Reading Pro-
gram reports!  Pam Moyer of 
Petoskey gets the gold star, 
blue ribbon, etc. for submit-
ting the first one!  Close sec-
ond is East Jordan with Lin-
da Gocha, Sherry Pursel, and 

Linda Pitts 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org
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Our new 2022 Year has got-
ten off to a quick start and 
will easily leave us behind if 
we are not intentional in our 
actions in UMW and our per-
sonal lives.  It is not too late, 
though, to learn more and ac-
complish much.  Do you 
know what a Five Star Wom-
an or Five Star Unit are, or 
what UMW Mission Today 
Objectives are?   

A Five Star Woman is a 
woman who, in the course of 
a calendar year, gives to 
UMW Missions in 5 different 
ways (5 Channels of Giving-
Individual Pledge to Mission, 
Special Mission Recognition, 
a Gift to Mission in honor of 
someone, a Gift to mission in 
Memory, and a World Thank 

Luanne Reed.  Great job 
everyone!  Remember this 
would be your readings from 
2021.  There’s still plenty of 
time but please have them to 
me by August 1st so they 
can be submitted in time for 
printing in the program for 
our District Conference Sat-
urday, September 24, at 
Michelson Memorial UMC 
in Grayling.    That also 
gives me time to produce 
your Reading Program Cer-

tificates. �    Reports can be 
sent to me via email (see at 
the end of this article, either 
one) or they can be mailed to 
Linda Pitts, PO Box 394, 
Onaway, MI  49765. No tel-
ephoning please as it is diffi-
cult for my bad ears to un-
derstand.  

Books I’ve read so far 
this year include: 

Girl Gone Missing by 
Marcie R. Rendon – Cash 
Blackbear is in college.  
Her daily life experiences 
racism and prejudice, white 
supremacy. Not to mention 
human trafficking.  You 
may just keep reading this 
one straight through to see 
what happens.  Yes, the lan-
guage and the actions can 
be a bit strong at times, but 
then that is her life. 

Adamant by Lisa 
Bevere is “important, 
weighty, convicting… re-
lentless in her conviction to 
stand on and for the 
Truth… the real truth is a 
Rock. Indivisible. Immova-
ble. Invincible. … Bevere 
takes us on a journey that 
will transform your mind, 

heal your heart, and fill 
your spirit with the revela-
tion of God’s perfect plan 
for your life.” 

Right Here Right Now 
by Amy G. Oden is “a cul-
tural awakening to mindful-
ness rooted in the rediscov-
ery of ancient Christian 
practices.”  The wisdom 
she shares will “deepen 
your own life of prayer.” 

For Such a Time as This 
by Rev. Sharon Risher 
whose mother was one of 
the nine killed in the 
Charleston massacre.  This 
book is a “powerful testi-
mony of faith and transfor-
mation in the face of un-
speakable evil.” How do 
you find forgiveness among 
so much racism and hatred? 

If you can participate in 
the Faith Talks, two count 
as one book in Spiritual 
Growth, three Faith Talks 
count as two books.  The 
Prayer Calendar is now the 
Daily Prayer Guide and is 
available on Facebook and 
the National website.  The 
Program Book is now Pro-
gram Resources and is for 
two years.  Some of these 
resources will be available 
to download free online at 
www.unitedmethodistwom
en.org/downloads.   Read-
ing Program books from 
2015 on count. 
Emily Jones is now our 
Reading Program Specialist:  
EJones@unitedmethodistwo
men.org.  Yeah Emily!  Con-
tacts include:  estore: um-
wmissionresources.org; 
phone: 800-305-9857 or 972

Karen Genson 

-905-0827; email:  
cs@missionresources.org; 
Response magazine by phone 
877-881-2385.  

When printing your 
Reading Program Titles lists 
be sure to check what you 
are getting before you hit 
print or you just might get 
all 65 pages of it!  The 2021 
list is included on pages 9-
24; 2022 is on pages 53-64.  
Our handy-dandy report 
form is on page 26. 

Hope to see you this year 
in person.  Meanwhile, God 
bless! 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/downloads
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/downloads
mailto:EJones@unitedmethodistwomen.org
mailto:EJones@unitedmethodistwomen.org
mailto:cs@missionresources.org
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ideas.  Using the Daily Prayer 
Guide (formally Prayer Cal-
endar), response magazine, or 
programs from your UMW 
Program book in your meet-
ings, or participating in the 
UMW Reading program are 
Mission Education objec-
tives, and corresponding with 
elected representatives about 
social action issues is one 
Mission Action example.  At 
the end of the year you send 
your completed form to me 
and your unit is awarded a 
certificate at the District An-
nual Celebration. 

We can 
do 
this!!!  
We can 
boost 
our giv-

ing to UMW Missions and 
boost our learning and action 
in a big variety of ways to 
help improve life for many 
women, youth and children 
on this planet of ours.  Bless-
ings to you and I hope we 
will see many of you at our 
Northern Waters District 
Power of Bold Day on May 
14th (watch for details and 
registration information 
soon!) 

Offering).  You can be rec-
ognized as a Five Star Wom-
an by giving your gifts and 
the form (available at the 
following link: https://
www.umwmichiganconference.or
g/
NWD_2019_FIVE_STAR_PERS

ON_OR_UNIT_Form.pdf) to 
your UMW Unit Treasurer.  
And if one lady in a UMW 
local unit is a Five Star 
Woman, her unit is automati-
cally a Five Star Unit. 

The UMW Mission To-
day Unit Objectives (see 
pages 6-7)are a list of a vari-
ety of goals grouped by cate-
gory.  

To me, the objectives are 
guidelines/suggestions for 
becoming a well-rounded 
UMW unit.  Mission Giving 
is only one of the categories 
(being a Five Star Unit is 
one of the goals in that cate-
gory).  The others are Spir-
itual Growth, Membership, 
Attendance, Mission Educa-
tion, and Mission Action.  
Any local UMW Unit that 
reports at least eight com-
pleted objectives in the cal-
endar year receives a certifi-
cate.  There are 33 objec-
tives listed on the 2022 Mis-
sion Today Unit Objectives 
form, so lots of options to 
choose from. 

For example: Invite one 
of your Northern Waters 
District or Michigan Confer-
ence UMW officers to one 
of your local unit meet-
ings=one of your eight ob-
jectives checked off and you 
get to know someone new 
and maybe get some fresh 

Nancy Goodyear 

Happy New Year from  your 

District VP!!! 

It seems strange to say 

Happy New Year in February 

or March, but it’s the first 

newsletter of the year!  I 

hope you all had a wonderful 

Christmas and New Year’s 

season.  And, I hope you are 

looking forward to 

spring!!  We have a lot of 

great opportunities for you to 

renew and refresh this 

spring.  Please read this 

newsletter closely and mark 

your calendars. 

I have been working  hard 

at planning our Annual Cele-

bration.  Be sure to mark 

your calendar for Saturday, 

September 24th.  We are go-

ing to be meeting in person 

and really celebrate!!!!  Our 

Annual Celebration will 

be  held at Michelson Memo-

rial United Methodist church 

in Grayling.  Our speaker 

will be Ruby Anderson.  Ru-

by is the Lay Leader of the 

Greater Detroit District and 

is a National Director for 

UMW.  She is going to be 

speaking to us about the new 

and exciting changes that are 

coming to UMW.  We are 

going to have a new look, 

new studies, new ide-

as!!  You won’t want to miss 

hearing her speak!!  Please 

let your units know and plan 

to bring a car load!  I can’t 

wait to meet all of you in 

person!! 

https://www.umwmichiganconference.org/NWD_2019_FIVE_STAR_PERSON_OR_UNIT_Form.pdf
https://www.umwmichiganconference.org/NWD_2019_FIVE_STAR_PERSON_OR_UNIT_Form.pdf
https://www.umwmichiganconference.org/NWD_2019_FIVE_STAR_PERSON_OR_UNIT_Form.pdf
https://www.umwmichiganconference.org/NWD_2019_FIVE_STAR_PERSON_OR_UNIT_Form.pdf
https://www.umwmichiganconference.org/NWD_2019_FIVE_STAR_PERSON_OR_UNIT_Form.pdf


Cheryl Allumi 

Ruth Corwin 
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Hello, Friends in Christ! I'd 
like to take this opportunity 
to help you better understand 
how your contributions sup-
port UMW programs 
throughout the U.S. and the 
world.  We have many pro-
grams and things can get con-
fusing! 

Five Channels of Mission 
Giving--turn faith, hope & 
love into action! 
1.  Pledge--make a 
commitment to the 
foundational mis-
sion work of UMW 

 
2.  Special Mission 
Recognition*--a pin in 
honor of someone 
working in mission 
 

3.  Gift to Mission--honor 
someone for their 
Christ-like mis-
sion service 
 

4.  Gift in 
Memory--honor a 
deceased loved 
one 

 
5.  World Thank Offering--
celebrate God's blessings in 
your life 
All five categories combine 
to support UMW's programs 
for women, children & 
youth.  You can be a Five-
Star person/unit if you give a 

minimum of $60.00 total for 
all five channels ($40 SMR 
and $5 for each of the other 
four categories). 
*Special Mission Recogni-
tion pins are available as fol-
lows:  $40 gold, $60 sap-
phire, $100 pearl, $200 em-
erald, $500 ruby, $1000 dia-
mond, $2000 two diamonds 
Waves of Love Award 
The Northern Waters District 
offers a very special pin that 
is awarded to someone: 
• who is active in church 
• who is active in the com-

munity 
• shows faith 

through ac-
tion & prayer 

• supports 
youth, chil-
dren & friendship 

A donation of $15.00 
($10.00 Gift to Mission and 
$5.00 for the pin) enables 
you to honor someone spe-
cial in your church. 

When you send in your 
pledges, please always in-
clude a Remittance 
Form.  These are available at 
the national web-
site:  www.unitedmethodist
women.org/forms-for-
treasurers. 

Let's make 2022 a year in 
which we really make a dif-
ference for women, children 
& youth! Peace 

As I write this, winter 

marches on.  Here we are 

with no fresh snow to do any-

thing with.  It is all frozen, 

dry tundra with grass making 

an appearance.  Sometimes, 

we feel the same way!  Not 

much to look forward to and 

hunkering down trying to stay 

warm!  Be of good cheer!  

Our Spiritual Growth One 

Day Retreat is heading your 

way.  A time of renewal, re-

joicing and worshipping the 

Lord.  A day of fellowship, 

food, crafts and making new 

friends.  This will take place 

at Houghton Lake UMC on 

April 2nd from 10am-3pm.  

Doors will open at 9:30 for 

registration and refresh-

ments will be available.  

Lunch and snacks will be 

provided.  The cost is $15.00. 

Free book (from the speak-

er) given to first 40 ladies 

registered!  Masks are en-

couraged.  Ellen Harbin will 

be our speaker.  She is an au-

thor, speaker, Bible teacher, 

wife of a UMC pastor and 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/forms-for-treasurers
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/forms-for-treasurers
http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/forms-for-treasurers


venture!     

I hope that you will feel 

challenged in the coming 

months to volunteer for a 

district position and be a part 

of the Northern Waters Dis-

trict UMW team.  

Sandy Mallory 
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Jean Petersen 

Kaye Porter 

Greetings! Please remember 

to keep track of your new 

and deceased members 

throughout 2022. Information 

can be sent to me throughout 

the year.  

We’re looking for a Chairper-

son and 2-3 members for our 

Nominating Commit-

tee.  Would need to attend 

district functions & be alert 

for women who would like to 

serve at the district lev-

el.  Usually only a few posi-

tions need to be filled each 

year. We work together as a 

team, help each other and 

have fun too!  Contact Julia 

Hulka or any District Officer. 

This is my third year as 

Northern Waters District 

UMW secretary.  Little did I 

know when I volunteered to 

take this position that a pan-

demic would throw a wrench 

into life as we knew it.  “We 

can do change,” our illustri-

ous leader (Julia Hulka) stat-

ed at our last team meeting.  

She is so right! 

Thus far we have learned 

to use Zoom for team meet-

ings, meeting with others vir-

tually, and provide video re-

cordings of gatherings and 

livestreaming programs.  We 

continue to encourage Faith 

Talks and offer online oppor-

tunities as ways to educate 

women on the mission of 

United Methodist Women.   

We have adapted to these 

challenges to keep you in-

formed.  It's an exciting ad-
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founder of the STAND Wom-

en’s Conference based in 

Michigan.  Information will 

be sent to each UMW unit. 

Come and join us for a face-

to-face encounter with Jesus! 

Grace & joy, Cheryl 

My name is Jean Petersen 

and I am the Social Justice 

person for Northern Waters 

District.  We should all be 

aware of social issues be-

cause that is what, as Chris-

tians, and especially as 

members of UMW,  we are 

called to do; Be aware of 

what is happening to our sis-

ters and our children.   This 

is exactly what the Power of 

Bold Day is designed to 

do,  bring to our awareness 

issues that have been high-

lighted and how we can be 

in mission with them.  This 

year we will be meeting in 

person at Lake City so mark 

your calendars for May 14th 

and circle it it red.  We will 

be learning about Environ-

mental Injustice,  Who is 

most affected by climate or 

poor  air quality, Why they 

are the ones most affect-

ed, Where do they live, 

and What we can do to 

change things.  There is al-

ways something we can 

do!  So, see you at Lake City, 

May 14th, with your sack 

lunch, ready to be educated, 

motivated, and activated.  
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This is one page of  ideas...more can be found at: https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/

mission-giving 



Northern Waters District UMW 

Cola Hill, Communications Coordinator 

P.O. Box 217 

Boyne Falls, MI  49713 

The Purpose: United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose 

purpose is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Je-

sus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts 

of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

Label goes here 

FEBRUARY 2022 

LOOKING AHEAD! 

Spiritual Growth Spring Retreat (Houghton Lake UMC)—April 2, 2022 

Power of Bold Day (Lake City UMC)—May 14, 2022 

Assembly-TURN IT UP! (Orlando, FL or Virtual)- May 20-22 

District Annual Celebration (Grayling, Michelson Memorial UMC)—Sept. 24, 2022 

Michigan Conference UMW Annual Celebration (Kalamazoo)—October 22, 2022 

NOTE: If you would like to be added directly to our mailing list, or you 

no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please notify the Communica-

tions Coordinator at northernwatersdistrictumw@gmail.com. 
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