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 The Official Newsletter of the Michigan Conference United Women in Faith 

Dear Michigan Conference United 
Women in Faith Sisters: 
 
     When you go to the new United 
Women in Faith website 
(UWFaith.org) and click on “Who 
We Are” you land on a page with 
the following information: 

 
OUR MISSION 
We seek to connect and nurture 
women through Christian spiritual 
formation, leadership development, 
creative fellowship and education so 
that they can inspire, influence and 
impact local and global 
communities. 

 
OUR VISION 
We are a powerful, fearless force 
driven by God’s love and united in 
sisterhood. With a focus on women, 
children and youth, we act for 
justice and transform communities. 
 

FAITH – SISTERHOOD – ACTION 
 
     This sounds like us – like who 
we have always been and like who 
we really want to be. Our recent 
organization name change is part of 
our re-branding – a business term 
that means more than just a name 
change, but a corporate image 
change.  In these rapidly changing 

Celebrate the Rebranding 

times, our leadership needed to 
stop, evaluate and innovate. It was 
time to shed any old stereotype of 
“who we are” to be better prepared 
to be who God needs us to be in the 
world today and into the future.    
     In the recent issue of response 
magazine, Harriett Jane Olson 
challenges us to “Share the 
enthusiasm. Share the excitement. 
Look for opportunities to answer 
questions.” So, we are preparing to 
do exactly that at our upcoming 
Michigan Conference United 
Women in Faith Conference Annual 
Celebration. This will be our 
opportunity to celebrate our new 
identity as United Women in Faith 
and at the same time ask and 
answer questions together. 
     Please email me and let me 
know what questions you have 
about our name change – and any 
other changes that you are 
experiencing with the re-branding of 
United Women in Faith, and plan to 
attend this wonderful event!  
 
Peace be with you, 

Julia Paradine-Rice,President 
Michigan Conference UWF  
Jparadinerice@gmail.com 
(989) 576-0675 

United Women in Faith:  Faith • Hope • Love in Action 
We are women with a Purpose! 

The organized unit of the United Women in Faith shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE 
is to know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a 
creative, supportive fellowship and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global 
ministries of the church. 



Page 2 The V.O.I.C.E. Page 2 The V.O.I.C.E. 

President:                                               
Julia Paradine-Rice (2021) Greater Southwest   

Vice President:                                                          
Waltha Gaye Leavitt (2020) Mid Michigan                  

Secretary:                                   
Ethel Gill (2021) Greater Detroit                      

Treasurer:                          
Cheryl Rumery (2021) Greater Southwest    

MISSION COORDINATORS:                            
Spiritual Growth 

OPEN 

Membership Nurture & Outreach                                  
Cindy Thiele (2020) Greater Southwest                      

Education and Interpretation                                       
Judy Huynh (2023) Midwest       

Social Action                             
Jocelyn Davis (2021) Greater Detroit                     

Secretary of Program Resources                        
Ruth Sutton (2021) Central Bay                   

Communications Coordinator                     
OPEN 

Media Coordinator 

Cola Hill (2022) Northern Waters 

Committee on Nominations: Chairperson               
Jane Yeager (2023) Northern Skies                              

Members of Committee on Nominations                   
OPEN - Central Bay                    
OPEN - Midwest                     
Michele Weston (2023) East Winds          
OPEN - Heritage                      
Jimmie Jones (2020) Greater Detroit                                     
Donna Kleiver (2021) Mid-Michigan                                     
Donna Blair (2021) Greater Southwest 
Susan Wirgau (2023) Northern Waters 

Charter for Racial Justice Committee:                        
Members by virtue of office:                          
President – Julia Paradine-Rice (GSD)                           
Social Action – Jocelyn Davis (GDD)                       
Chair. Comm. On Nom. – Jane Yeager (NSD)    
Additional Team Member – Ethel Gill (GDD)           
District President – Julia Hulka (NWD)                    

Members at Large:                                         
Taylorie Bailey (2021) (GDD)                           
Lynda Crandall (2021) (MMD)                  
Sherry Wagenknecht (2022) (HD)                                 
Ex Officio – Nichea VerVeer Guy (2021) (MWD)  

Mission u Dean: OPEN 
Mission u Assistant Dean: OPEN 
Mission u Treasurer: OPEN 

Slate of Leadership Team presented by Michigan United 
Women in Faith Committee on Nominations 2022: Julia 
Deemer, Evelyn Delany, Shirley Chappell, Linda 
Schramm, Carol Gorham, Jimmie Jones, Donna Kleiver, 
Dona Blair, Jane Yeager 

Proposed Slate of Officers and Budget for 2023 

ITEM BUDGET 

  2023 

District A&MD $80,890.00 

North Central Jurisdiction A&MD 2,500.00 

    

Assembly/NCJ/Seminars 1,000.00 

Charter for Racial Justice Initiatives 0.00 

Church Annual Conference Attendance 500.00 

Church Women United State Assembly 0.00 

Conference Annual Celebration 4,000.00 

Conference Directory 0.00 

District Officer Leadership Training 2,000.00 

Keep Making Peace  200.00 

Newsletter 4,000.00 

Officer Resources/Literature 500.00 

    

Mission u - Conference Scholarships 1,000.00 

Mission u - Subsidy/Conf Officer Registra-

tion 10,000.00 

    

Church Women United - donation 200.00 

Justice For Our Neighbors - donation 500.00 

UMCH Program Support - donation 6,000.00 

    

Audit 500.00 

Conf SMRs/Gift to Mission/Gift in Memory 500.00 

Dependent Care 80.00 

Lodging 500.00 

Meals 300.00 

MI Non-Profit Corp Annual Fee 20.00 

Mileage 2,000.00 

Misc/Contingency 200.00 

Postage 125.00 

Printing, Supplies & Checks 200.00 

Technology 750.00 

TOTALS $118,465.00 

    

MI CONFERENCE MISSION GIVING 

PLEDGE $142,535.00 

    

    

Approved by Finance committee  8-20-2022 

Approved by Leadership team  8-20-2022 
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     What I mean is, although most of us have not been 
able to meet in person in our Local, District and 
Conference UMW groups, we still need to finish filling out 
our 2020 Mission Today Unit Objectives. In fact, the forms 
were due months ago, but if you hurry, I'm sure your 
District E&I Coordinator can still get you included in your 
Unit's participation at your local Annual Meeting coming up 
in the next couple of months. If you need another copy of 
the form, please ask your E&I District Mission Coordinator 
for a copy, or you can e-mail me and I will send you one!  
Remember this report is for your activities in 2020, not this 
year! You still have a few months left to complete your 
2021 activities, that form will be sent in the next 
newsletter. 
     What we need to be concerned with going forward, is 
the question so many of us ask, "Where Does Our Money 
Go?" I have a lot of information to share with you at our 
Leadership Training this year, which will be held on Friday 
evening, October 22, via Zoom, as part of our Conference 
UMW Annual Celebration which begins on Saturday 
morning, October 23rd.  You'll notice we must meet via 
Zoom again this year, rather than in person like we had 
hoped.  Please, please, please, register for this Annual 

Education & Interpretation 

Celebration, as well as Friday night's Leadership Training. 
The Training is open to present, continuing and newly 
elected E&I Coordinators.  I will receive a list of the 
participants as the event gets closer and will mail you 
materials you'll need for the training, so please register 
early so I get your information in plenty of time. 
     I look forward to seeing a good turn-out at this year's 
Annual Celebration and Leadership Training. 
 
Blessings, 

Michele Weston   
Education & Interpretation Coordinator 
mweston38@att.net 
(810)  694-6266   

     My position as the Secretary of the Michigan 
Conference United Methodist Women has opened a new 
world for me. The position offers opportunities to participate 
in many meetings and events and I am learning more about 
the United Methodist Women and their work. I am a 
member of the Mission u Team and we just completed two 
studies which were well received and provided thoughtful 
reflections on how we treat each other.  I attended Mission 
u Studies in the past, but I never thought I would actually 
work with others to plan one! I am excited about the next 
three years of my term and what comes next. 
     I also enjoy attending Faith Talks hosted by the National 
Office of the United Methodist Women. The topics provide 
insight into issues that affect women, youth and children 
such as living wage disparities, criminalization of people of 
color, social justice issues, and lack of adequate education 
and health services. The Faith Talks presents ways to help 
alleviate the pain these issues cause. The information 
received calls us to action as United Methodist Women.  I 
recently attended a Faith Talk on Zoom which offered an 
opportunity to meet Jennifer R. Farmer, author of “First & 
Only:  A Black Woman’s Guide to Thriving at Work and in 
Life.” Jennifer R. Farmer is a writer, trainer, and activist 
who has worked with a host of entrepreneurs, social justice 
organizations and advocates. The author is a young, black 
woman and the mother of two. The book is on the United 
Methodist Women’s Reading List for 2021. I recommend 
the book; it is an eye-opener for all women! 
     I pray that everyone enjoys the rest of summer as we 
settle into a new school year! I hope to meet all of you at 
our Annual Meeting in October, 2021. 
 

God Bless you all! Be Safe! 

Ethel M. Gill 
Secretary 
313 530 5393, butterfly1425@yahoo.com 
          Did you know that you can still be a United 

 

Methodist Woman even though your Unit has disbanded? 
Did you know you can be a United Methodist Woman and 
not go to a Methodist church? 
Here are some of the ways to remain active as a member 
of the United Methodist Women---- 
     You can join a Unit at another church. You can be an 
independent individual member at large. You can join an 
online group. 
     Stay involved!  Be sure you are on the mailing lists for 
District and Conference newsletters. Stay involved with the 
National Reading Program and receive your certification of 
completion for one of the four plans.  Register of the free 
Faith talks and Climate Justice podcasts.  Sign-up for the 
various District and Conference Events in your (and other) 
districts.  Plan to attend Mission u. 
     You can still earn a 5 Channels of Giving award. Send 
your Pledge to Mission to the District Treasurer to benefit 
women, children and youth at state, national, and 
international UMW mission locations. 
     Subscribe to the response the national UMW magazine. 
     Register on the National website under MyUMW 
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/myumw 
     Be informed through the state and national websites: 
www.umwmichiganconference.org             
www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 
     You can be connected to the network of women in 
mission for women, children, and youth as stated in the 
PURPOSE of UMW. You can still be a United Methodist 
woman! 
 

Cindy Thiele, Membership Nurture & Outreach 

cindahthiele@gmail.com, (269) 673-4514 

You can still be a 
United Methodist 

Women! 
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      We are currently experiencing several social action 
concerns this year. All of the concerns are important to 
me. Not all concerns are listed.  I ask that we pray for 
these concerns. 
Haiti Earthquake 
     Haiti suffered a magnitude 7.2 earthquake on August 
14

th
.  Approximately, nearly 1300 are dead and search 

continues for survivors.  This country is going through a lot 
with the president recently killed.  Please pray and support 
UMCOR. 
Climate Justice  
     A United Nations report said that the earth will reach a 
critical warming threshold of 1.5 degrees Celsius within 
two decades and that catastrophic weather events 
including droughts, floods, fires, and hurricanes will 
intensify.  Global heating is affecting every region of the 
earth.   
     In Michigan, this summer we have experience 
tornados, severe storms, and massive flooding.  Some 
households have experience flooding in their homes, 
streets, and freeways with every storm.  Change is needed 
now. 
Rent Moratorium 
     July 31, 2021, the Rent Moratorium expired with no 
action from Congress.  All around the country renters 
stand a chance of being evicted with no place to go.  In 
Michigan, the moratorium is effective through October 3, 
2021 but it only covers counties that have substantial or 
high levels of COVID-19 transmission.   
COVID-19 Delta Variant 
     Delta variant is spreading rapidly in the South and in 
Michigan.  Far more kids are getting sick with COVID-19.  
A Children’s hospital in Dallas Texas are running out of 
intensive care beds telling parents if you child is sick you 
will have to wait until another child dies.  If you child comes 
to the hospital needing intensive care, that they will be air-
lifted to Oklahoma.   
     This breaks my heart because children under age 12 
cannot be vaccinated and the parents make the decisions 
if they should or should not wear a mask while the virus is 
spreading rapidly.  Are we listening to scientists or 
politicians? 
Right to Vote 
     Voting is an American principle and democratic right for 
all US citizens.  Voting laws are being challenged and 
changed in most states. We have seen unprecedented 
attacks on voting rights. 
All Americans should have a right to vote. 
Middle East 
     Pray for Afghanistan’s women and children as the 
Taliban take control of the country.  
     I will continue to pray for these concerns.   
     These comments are my opinions.  Feel free to agree 
or disagree.  
 

Jocelyn Davis 
Social Action Coordinator 
missydavis32@gmail.com 
(810) 694-6266     

 

Spiritual Growth 

     A church friend told me last week of her frustration at not 
understanding some familiar phrases in the Bible, e.g. "thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me." I promised her a copy of 
Phillip Keller's book, "A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23." She 
is not as apt as I am to google every question as it occurs, 
thousands per year.  As a VERY curious person, I am daily 
thankful for this great convenience.  Still, there are seldom 
satisfying answers for the oft repeated question, "Why?"  
Charles Tindley, orphan son of enslaved parents, certainly 
must have had some questions for God. Inspired by I 
Corinthians 13:12, he wrote the hymn "We'll Understand It 
Better By and By." (Google his FASCINATING life!) My 
favorite Bible verse has always been Hebrews 11:1, and I 
am comfortable with the fact that only God is all-knowing.  
My prayer is that we will help each other to hold fast the 
anchor of faith during these challengingly times.  
 

Ruth Jones, Spiritual Growth   
tcgrannynanny@yahoo.com, (231) 645-1761 
 

      Once you get into reading from the UMW reading list, 
you can’t stop at just one. I hope you are making progress 
in meeting the requirements for one of the levels on the 
reading program. The Secretary of Program Resources in 
your district is waiting for your report for 2020.  Do not 
include books that you have read in 2021.  And as you 
continue to read in 2021 keep a list and submit it anytime 
after Jan. 1, 2022.  
     It has come to my attention that the Sampler Pack will 
no longer be available from the UMW Resource Center. 
They are evaluating the program and will only have the 
books available as singular purchases. It is time to order 
your Program Book for 2021-2022.  If you struggle to find 
meaningful and educational programs for your local unit, 
you will find this book to be very helpful.   
     Because the UMW Conference Annual Celebration will 
be by ZOOM again this year, there will be no book room. If 
you are having trouble locating books, let me know. I may 
be able to help you. I also have a list of the books that are 
available in audio format from Amazon.  Feel free to e-mail 
me with your questions. 
     There are other ways to meet the requirements of the 
Reading Program besides reading books. If you listen to 
three Faith Talks, available on the United Methodist 
Women.org website, they will count as two books. You 
also can watch the movies, Pushout, Just Mercies and The 
Hate U Give. They also count as a book. Do you read to 
your children or grandchildren? The children’s books also 
count on the reading program. Just keep on reading. 
Books are sort of like potato chips. You can’t read just one! 
 

Feel free to contact me, 

Ruth Sutton, Secretary of Program Resources 

suttonr1@charter.net, (989) 708-9968 
     It's almost over??? It's almost here??? Ladies, it's 
soon going to be time to get out of our Covid+ shells and 
get back to our mission work of learning, helping and 
donating!! I have so missed this myself. But it's time we 
move forward. 

 

“Reading one book is like 
eating one potato chip.” 
― Diane Duane, So You 

Want to Be a Wizard 
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State Leadership Team presented by Michigan United Methodist Women Committee on Nominations 2021 
Julia Deemer, Evelyn Delany, Shirley Chappell, Linda Schramm, Caro Gorham, Jimmie Jones, Joyce Plumhoff, Dorie 
Litchfield, Patti Steinberg 
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and other newsworthy information  or give them a call. 
Encourage the Faith Talks and Climate Justice webinars. 
Add a ‘tech’ workshop to your breakout session at events. 
Keeping connected to each other makes us bigger and 
stronger. A bigger and stronger organization for 
participation in the global ministries of the church. We can 
do this! 

Cindy Thiele 
Membership Nurture and Outreach 
cindahthiele@gmail.com 
(269) 673-4514 

KEEP IN CONTACT 
     Keep in touch, throw out a line, keep in contact. Can 
we? Are we? 
     Lots of women/Units do not visit the District or 
Conference webpages. Board positions are left open, and 
friend lists are not kept up. Soon there is no higher level of 
support to these women and their missions. These Units 
are fading away. Many Units are disbanding. Its is 
important to keep a contact person for each Unit. If it is a 
church that has left the greater United Methodist Church, 
the Units can still be part of United Women of Faith! Our 
events, missions and reading programs are open to all 
women, no membership required! Send them event flyers 

Membership Nurture and Outreach  

Reading Program 

Ewing’s Sarcoma – a form of bone cancer.  At 
two and a half he had his leg amputated and 
was fitted with a prosthesis.  He underwent 
two stem cell transplants and was 
hospitalized multiple times.  While 
hospitalized he enjoyed the toys and books 
brought to him by volunteers.  As a result, he 

started the Joy Cart to provide toys weekly to the children 
on the pediatric wards where he had been a patient.  He 
was a delightful little boy who shared the joy in his heart 
with other children.  At the age of twelve he succumbed to 
his illness, but the Joy Cart was kept going by others.  In 
fact, the Joy Cart was started in many other hospitals.  
This is a sad book, but the joy this child shared was 
beyond measure.  I hope you get an opportunity to read 

this book and share it with others. 
     Please feel free to contact me for information 
about any of the books on the list; I probably have 
read it.  
 

Keep on reading and continue to be blessed!  
 

Ruth Sutton 

Secretary of Program Resources  

(989) 708-9968,  suttonr1@charter.net 

     I am blessed indeed.  I love the UWF 
Reading Program (and books).  As 
Secretary of Program Resources, I 
decided that I needed to be familiar with 
the books on the book list.  This year I 
have read all of the books on the list that 
are available at the local public library 
plus a few more.  I want to be a resource to all of the UWF 
readers and be able to help people with the books.  I have 
selected books for sale at UWF events that will be of 
interest to most readers.  (That’s right, occasionally there 
is a book on the list that I cannot recommend.)  Now I am 
looking forward to the 2023 list which will come out in 
September. 
     In addition, I am now a member of Mighty Networks.  
Mighty Networks is a social media site – like 
Facebook but devoted to United Women in Faith.  
I recommend joining this network, either with the 
App found on your cell phone or googling it on 
the internet.  I am a member of the Reading 
Enthusiast Group where the members share 
books and events about the Reading Program.  I 
highly recommend this free app. 
     So what book am I loving today?  I recently 
finished The Boy Who Delivered Joy, by Marvin 
Bartlett. The book is about a child who had 

 

 “What a blessing it is to 
love books”                                                                                                                            

    ~ Elizabeth von Armen 

Hi Everyone, 
     I really encourage you to register for Mission u of the North on October 17-18 in Gaylord, MI (so you benefit 
mightily and so it doesn’t get canceled!).  It was a wonderful experience! 
     The study is Who Can We Be Together, based on Luke 13. The worship is very moving, the music is great, and 
the presenters, Ethel Gill, Ruth Sutton, and Rev. Tiffany Newsom, are beautiful Christian ladies that are very well 
prepared and effective teachers and leaders. Through a study of various parables we considered the questions: 
What motivates change?  What conditions make things grow?  What are boundaries and when do they need to be 
questioned?  Who has laid foundations for us and how can we leave a more solid foundation for those that follow 
us?  What can we do to move our earthly kin-dom(s) closer to the kin-dom that Christ describes? What kind of door 
should be made for entrance into the kin-dom and is there space for all?  What is necessary for creating safe 
havens for oppressed peoples in the midst of turmoil?  What do we do with this information now??   
     Please go to https://michiganconferencemissionu.square.site  to register as soon as possible but before October 
1st! 
Karen Genson  

Mission u 
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Messages from District Presidents 

traveled around the world and picked up hats 
along the way.  A casual afternoon open to 
all.  Beverage and small snacks will be served 
after the program. This is a time 
for everyone to meet new 
friends and get reacquainted 
with old friends.  

Jean Sherman 
Midwest District President 

sherdairy1@gmail.com 

(810) 694-6266 

c (810) 624-1184 

     Greetings from the Midwest District.  We are 
planning our district annual meeting which will 
be Saturday, September 17 starting at 10 am at 
Trinity UMC in Grand Rapids.  Our theme is 
"United Women in Faith--Turn it UP" with Nichea 
Guy being our keynote speaker.  We are looking 
for a pleasant turn out.  If you are a member of 
the Midwest District we are looking for you to 
Turn It Up and become a district officer.     
     Then in November we will be holding our Day 
Apart event.  This will be on Thursday, 
November 10 from 1 to 3 pm at Fremont UMC, 
Fremont MI.  Program will be presented by Bev 
Blamer, a retired geography teacher who has 

is inconvenient to you. Faith – Sisterhood – 
Action! Not be afraid to do the right thing. 
Strength, faith, and grace to change the world – 
women like me and you! God holds us close and 
holds us accountable. We are invited to dream 
with God. None are free until all are free.   
     We are called to embody the vision of God 
here and now. We have a moral responsibility to 
each other and our earth. You gotta put one foot 
in front of the other and lead with love!  God is 
doing a new thing among us today! We’ve taken 
a new name, not changed our name – we 
remain women of passion & power! Love and 
liberation; healing and hope; strength and 
stubbornness.   
     And a few closing snippets from our CEO, 
Harriett Jane Olson: Where will we be in 5-10 
years? It is necessary to be where God calls us 
to be. Is there room for me? Can you see it – 
yearn for it – taste it? Tell your story – toot your 
own horn! Now is our chance to live the vision 
and be changemakers! Are you ready – bold – 
excited – really ready? 
     Such a wonderful, mission-minded sisterhood 
we are a part of! Amen!!! 
 

Julia Hulka 
President,  
Northern Waters District 
jahulka49@gmail.com  
(989) 348-1992, 
c (989) 860-8189 
 

     Turn It Up!!!  And did we ever!  Although the 
number attending was fewer than the other two 
assemblies I’ve attended, we were a mighty 
bunch!  Many also attended online, which was a 
good option, but we couldn’t ‘see’ them!   
     Three officers from Northern Waters District 
attended in person: Vice-President Nancy 
Goodyear, Secretary of Program Resources 
Linda Pitts, and myself, President Julia Hulka.  
Communications Coordinator Cola Hill, Past 
President Susan Wirgau attended virtually. We 
listened, questioned, walked, sang, read 
floorplans, laughed, ate alligator (yes!), learned, 
walked, gathered for photos, mustered up a 
great deal of enthusiasm, walked, took notes, 
tracked down old friends and made new ones.  
Did I mention walk? Did a lot of that! Quite by 
accident I met the two women who were signing 
the event, that was a great experience, too!  
Eagle-eye Nancy spotted about the only man 
working on Assembly, or at least his head. I 
even took his picture! But we didn’t go just to 
walk, eat alligator, and look for men!   
     The excitement came from each and every 
presenter, whether speaker, actor, dancer, or 
singer – we are (and are becoming!) United 
Women in Faith!  We heard the message loud 
and clear: Imagine what God is calling us to do!  
Turn it Up! We will hear more about that from 
Ruby Anderson, our speaker for NWD Annual 
Celebration September 24. 
     Some of the phrases I picked up were: We’ll 
show our faith by our action! We are called to be 
agents of change and to show care in a way that 
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new members for our team, we are still in need 

of a Vice President, Social Action and more to 

serve on Nominations.  

 

 

 

 

Caroline Diaz 
Co-President  

Central Bay District 

diazc5282@gmail.com 

(989) 450-1735                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Greetings from Central Bay District United 

Women in Faith. We are looking forward to our 

Annual Celebration and Leadership Training on 

October 1, 2022 in person at Midland First UMC. 

We are going to have our Central Bay District 

Superintendent as our main speaker, Rev. John 

Kasper. The speaker for those not attending 

Elected Leadership Training will be Bethany 

Law, “The Rock” Center for Youth Development” 

Reaching Our Community Kids. The Flyer for 

the Celebration and Training was sent out with 

our July Around the Bay Newsletter. Our next 

Central Bay District Leadership Team Meeting 

will be on September 10
th
 at Bay City Grace 

UMC, and we will finalize what is needed for the 

Celebration. We have successfully acquired four 

Her heart is for United Women in Faith and our 
PURPOSE. Everything we do as United Women 
in Faith is because we believe love in action can 
change the world.  Isn’t it exciting to think that 
we belong to a bold sisterhood that can and is 
changing the world for the better.  What we do in 
our local units, when combined with our districts, 
and our conferences throughout the world, is 
showing love in action changing the world. God 
is definitely working through us, each and every 
one of us, to make a difference. 
     The month of October ends with our 
Conference Annual Celebration on Oct. 22 at 
Westwood UMC in Kalamazoo.  This looks to be 
another fun and fact filled event to begin our new 
branding as United Women in Faith, hope to see 
all of you there! 
In Service to Christ 

Linda Burton-Collier 
President 

Greater Southwest District 

(269) 793-7340 

lindaburtoncollier@gmail.com 

 

     This has been a busy year thus far and it 
doesn’t look like that is going to change.  We 
had an exciting in person gathering in South 
Haven for our annual Spring Fling and then in 
June we had a very educational gathering in 
Climax for our Mission Evening event where we 
learned about ways to individually work toward 
climate change.   Several of our team went to 
Mission u at the Lake Huron Retreat Center 
which is just north of Port Huron.  The setting 
was beautiful and we watched the moon come 
up over the lake both nights we were there, 
something we don’t see on the west side of the 
state.  At least three of our team will be going to 
Gaylord in October for the Mission u event there.   
     Our District Annual Celebration will be on 
October 1

st
 at the Otsego UMC and it looks like 

an exciting day.  We will keep the business time 
as short as possible, hear from United Methodist 
Community House on what is happening there, 
sing some songs, and get fired up to move into 
action as United Women in Faith.  Our key note 
speaker this year is Ellen Harbin, she spoke last 
year at several district annual meetings and her 
goal is to make it to all the remaining districts.  

Doris Simons 
Co-President  

Central Bay District 

dorissimons@att.net  

(989)781-1492 

Share your story! 

How has your local United Women in Faith been putting love into action? The national United Women in 
Faith would love to know—and share! Send your story to response magazine and see your Bright Light  
published in a future issue. 

E-mail your text and photos to response@uwfaith.org. Aim for about 500 words, and please send the      
original photo files from the camera or phone you used to take them, as they will be the highest resolution. 

Let’s celebrate all you do for your community. 
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 District President Messages 

• Name of Unit, contact person 
name/address/e-mail/phone number,  

• Grant amount you are requesting and 
detailed use of funds 

• Goals you hope to achieve and estimated # 
of people participating 

• Beginning and ending date of project 
• Any additional information to help us 

understand your plans. 
 

Please send your application letter to 
jparadinerice@gmail.com or via snail mail to: 
Julia Paradine-Rice, 11942 Prairie Edge Street, 
Schoolcraft, MI  49087 
 
 
 
     Due to space restraints and required 
information to prepare for our Conference 
Celebration, the Messages from the District 
Presidents will be on-line at our website at: 
https://www.umwmichiganconference.org/ 
and in the emailed version of this newsletter.  

Michigan Conference of the United Methodist Church     
www.umwmichigancongerence.org 

United Women in Faith 
PO Box 195, Mayville, MI 48744 

Published three times a year: January, May and August 
 
Send submissions by the 10th of the previous month to       
Sally Messner, sallymessner@yahoo.com 

          To encourage local UMW 
units to engage in projects to 
expand understanding of racial 
justice issues, the Michigan 
Conference UMW Charter for Racial 
Justice Committee is offering grants 
in amounts up to $300 to local units.  
 

Some ideas you may want to consider: 
• Racial justice book study 
• Guest speaker 
• Travel to a museum or other site of racial 

justice significance 
 

More resources for your unit are available at the 
following UMW website: UMW Racial Justice 
Opportunities for Local Units 
     Applications will be accepted until all available 
funds have been granted. If your grant is 
accepted, we will ask your unit to send a short 
report to the Charter for Racial Justice Committee 
once you have completed your project/program. 
Your submitted application letter should include 
the following information:  
 

Charter For Racial Justice Grant 

Important 2022 Dates: 
 

October 16-18 ~ Mission u of the North  
Gaylord First UMC 

       

October 21 ~ Counterpart Training 

October 23 ~ Conference Celebration 
Westwood UMC ~ Kalamazoo 

Please visit or website at: 

https://www.umwmichiganconference.org/ 

to look over the changes to the Standing 

Rules to prepare for our Conference     

Celebration. 


