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Our ñCò word in the last newsletter was 

CHALLENGE(S).  Listed above are some more ñCò 
words to pay attention to now. 

 
I love this song, by Kool and the Gang  
     ñCelebrate good times, come on!  

Letôs celebrate 
     There's a party goin' on right here 

     A celebration to last throughout the years 
     So bring your good times, and your laughter too 
      We gonna celebrate your party with you! 

 
I hope you have some exciting ways scheduled to 
CELEBRATE United Methodist Women this year.  
The official anniversary date for the 150th Anniversary 
of United Methodist Women (and its predecessor 
organizations) is March 23, 2019.  It is designated as a 
Day of Giving.  Every member and every unit is 
encouraged to make a contribution.  Make those 
checks out to the Legacy Fund for $15., or $18.69 or 
$20.19 or even for $150.00!!!  We are encouraging all 
units and all districts to celebrate all year, at all 
events!!   Be sure to take pictures and write up some 
reviews about how you celebrate and send them to 
your district or Conference Communication 
Coordinators.      Tell your stories! 
 
Something else I am also celebrating right now, is the 
COMMITMENT I have seen from YOUR Michigan 
Conference Leadership team. We recently had an over
-night planning retreat at the St. Francis Retreat 
Center, in Dewitt.    The weather even cooperated, for 
the most part.  Together, 38, of us bonded, and 
brainstormed, and planned, and shared, and laughed 
and prayed, and of course, ate!   One of my hopes for 
our time together was that EVERYONE would meet 
someone new and begin getting acquainted.  What an 
amazing group of dedicated women you have 
representing your conference this year. 
 
I recently read, ñ50 Women Everyone Christian Should 
Know,ò which is in the Leadership Development 
category for 2018.  Please read it!   None of this 
Conference Leadership Team or me or YOU will 
probably ever be written about in a book like this one, 
but in MY book you are ALL women every Christian 
should know!!  And, now for a new challenge ð I 
challenge you all to get acquainted with the special 
women on your District AND the Michigan Conference 
Leadership Teams.  All District and Conference team 
members are there for you - to answer questions, 
provide programs and assist whenever/however 
possible.  If you are fortunate enough to have one of 

these team members in your area, include them, 
contact them, ñpick their brains.ò 
 
Now for a new assignment - thatôs the teacher in me - 
ALL local units need to do the CENSUS report by Mar. 
30, 2019.   Go to:  www.unitedmethodistwomen.org 
and click on the green box - CENSUS 2018.  Again, all 
district team members should assist with this. 
 
Leadership Development Days were held recently, in 
Tempe, AZ.  Four members from our Conference 
attended.  It was very uplifting and very educational.  
Completing the CENSUS report was emphasized.  The 
census reporting from our conference, so far, was 
terrible!  We were literally at the bottom of the list!  I 
challenge everyone to make completing this census 
report a commitment right now. 
 
And finally, we CANôT COMPLAIN about the 
geographical size of our new conference.  While we 
were at LDD, we chatted with some women from the 
newly merged Mountain Sky Conference.  It now  
consists of ALL of the states of Montana, Colorado, 
Wyoming, Utah and part of Idaho!!   Think about THAT 
when you are traveling a few hours to meetings in your 
district or our conference! 
 
This is going to be an exciting year for the new 
Michigan Conference and our nine new districts.   We 
are off to a good start.  Each district has some exciting 
events planned this spring.  Remember, everyone is 
invited to ALL events.  If it sounds good and you can 
get thereéé.then GO and take a car load!! 
 
GO forth!  Be BOLD!  Continue being the amazing 
models of FAITH, HOPE and LOVE in Action that you 
are. 

 
We ARE in Service to Christ ð 
Linda Darrow,  
Conference President                 (989) 763-8750 
darrowlinda@gmail.com 
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