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Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective for Covenantal Living
This is the second in a two-part series about covenantal living.  Part 2 is
designed to build on last year’s study as it explores the ways God has called
us to live in covenantal relationship with all of creation and challenges
readers to work toward stronger and healthier relationships with creation,
their communities, themselves, and God.  Chapter 1 begins the text with the
theological and biblical foundation for our covenantal relationship with
creation and moves forward into our community, our relationships, and our
very selves.  Each chapter explores both our personal and corporate
responsibilities to those around us and addresses current issues, such as
climate change, social responsibility and justice concerns.
Study Leader: Rev. Deborah Johnson

What About Our Money?  A Faith Response 
This study explores how we relate to money within the context of our

faith.  Through this connection between our faith and our money,
readers discover how to live closer to God and God’s people, even in
our North American culture that is so deeply defined by money.  The

author explores the biblical foundation of abundance (sufficiency),
which stands in opposition to the scarcity narrative our culture tells us

from the time we are very young.  The focus of this study is both 
personal and communal.  Readers will explore their own relationship

with money, the money choices available to us, and how we
individually and collectively respond in light of our faith.

Study Leader: Nichea VerVeer Guy

Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the United States
The aim of this study is to give an overview of the three missionary conferences in
The United Methodist Church, the contexts out of which they grew and their
current engagements: The Alaska United Methodist Conference, Red Bird
Missionary Conference, and the Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference are a
hybrid of home and international missionary work.  What does the future look like
for these conferences?  The General Board of Global Ministries and the
missionary conferences are exploring best operational and structural options for
maximizing mission and ministry going forward in these unique locations.  These
dialogues, different in each case, have begun and will take place across the 2017-
2020 quadrennium.  The objective is mutuality in mission partnership and
collaboration, which provides the heartbeat of all productive mission within the
United Methodist connection.  Study Leader: Rev. Julie Yoder Elmore
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